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A LETTER FROM THE OBLATE DIRECTOR — BROTHER EDMUND EBBERS, OSB

Dear Oblate brothers and sisters:

These past months of trials from the COVID Pandemic to Presidential election have had little to do with
“love.” Each one of us must discern the Spirit of what is good or bad. We must be steeped in prayer and be spending
more time before the Eucharist. Our Christian lives are to be marked with love and charity but where can we find
this? Love and charity is out there but with all the hatred spewing about in our media and streets it can be hard to find
and be focused on loving our neighbor.
The holidays are coming in the next few months and it would be to our advantage to push aside the media
reports of hatred and dig deeper into the scriptures and our souls to find love and the sacredness of all the living. It is
time that all Christians act in whatever loving way we can. St. Benedict points us to prayer as an active way of
following the admonition of the scriptures. When we engage in Sacred Reading the Holy Spirit will be our Guide in
all we do and say. Work or labor is another tool which Benedictines use to move forward to the Divine will.
Let us look at prayer. How can prayer make a change? Uniting our hearts with our God’s all-loving
heart will align us with the correct path to holiness. God wills us to come to Him for all our needs, our family, community, state, country, and universe. God knows these needs more than we and He will do the unthinkable for us, although we are sinners. We MUST trust God’s promises. Yes, it is true, that sometimes we have difficulty in trusting.
Maybe we need to ask for help in our trust. As stated in Scripture Matthew 11:29-30 “Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light”
Sacred Reading will inspire us to take direction that He wants us to do. Never underestimate the Holy Spirit,
LISTEN when reading. It is so amazing how one can be into a passage or book and through the Holy Spirit, someone
will give you a clearer insight into the words you were pondering. At times, the Holy Spirit will tell you something
that may not be related to your reading but related to a situation you have been struggling with.
Work or labora as the monastics say, cleanses the soul. It is the activity of God. We are furthering God’s kingdom by continuing His creative works. What might these works be? They are not only producing mechanisms to
make our lives easier but also more productive as the population grows. When I work on our firewood, I do not just
produce firewood. I provide a source of heat to sustain the lives of others. I avail myself to meeting and learning
about others I would not have encountered. This comes to socializing, which can be a form of labor which requires
effort for some us. I do not mean gossip which is a negative. Another method of work could be studying to gain
knowledge on a meaningful task or job. There are many ministries in the Church from spreading God’s word to aiding the homeless, sick, elderly, and imprisoned. We all have much to learn about Christianity, the Church as it continues to develop.
Yes, the holidays are coming soon. I am writing this in late October, and soon I will see the results of the
Presidential Election, a possible vaccine for the COVID virus, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas and several honorable
feasts in between, as will you. So, please, spread the His Word and be thankful to God for what we do have and what
He will provide. Glorify Him always in all things!
With a loving heart I am, Br. Edmund E. OSB - Oblate Director

FROM THE HILL - BONIFACE V. LAZZARI, O.S.B.
Although the Abbey Church has been closed to the public since last Spring, the
monastic
community continues to gather there as a community four times each day for Mass and the
Divine Office. The “look” is slightly different than before, as all the chairs in the monastic
choir have been spread out so that we can maintain social distancing as we pray. From my
assigned place in choir, I have a perfect view of the Japanese garden adjacent to the Abbey
Church. In one corner of the garden, a lovely early-blooming camellia was full of muted red
blooms; on the other side of the garden wall, the leaves on a large Japanese maple had turned
to a lovely red-orange.
Life continues, even in times of Pandemic beauty is always with us, if we know where to
look. Under the direction of FATHER PAUL WECKERT, we have many monks beginning
their monastic formation these days. FATHER PAUL acts as Abbey Formation Director,
Postulant Director and Novice Master. ABBOT MARION NGUYEN recently appointed
FATHER KILIAN MALVEY as Junior Master. BROTHER PACHOMIUS HAMOR is
our lone novice. We have two postulants, who live our life of prayer and
work with us and wear a modified
monastic habit. They are JESSE
PASQUA and KENJI GOODSON.
Two of our junior monks are studying at
Mount Angel, BROTHER DAMIENJOSEPH RAPPUHN and BROTHER MICHAEL FERMAN. BROTHER PASCAL-DAVID GREENE is in
residence at the Abbey, and ABBOT
MARION recently appointed
BROTHER PASCAL-DAVID
caretaker of both Lambert Lodge
(named for the late ABBOT
LAMBERT BURTON), and the Abbey
Jesse Pasqua and Kenji Goodson
gardens. In another appointment,
ABBOT MARION appointed FATHER PAUL as Special Assistant to the Abbot.
There are always seven monks on the University’s Board of Trustees, three are on the Board
“ex officio,” including the abbot/chancellor, and four are elected by their monastic confreres.
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CONTINUED FROM THE HILL
FATHER JUSTIN MCCREEDY recently completed four three-year terms on the Board and
was honored by the Trustees for his work. Newly elected to the Board is FATHER KILIAN.
PRIOR NICOLAUS WILSON was at the same time re-elected to another term. In addition
to being Abbey Prior and University Trustee, BROTHER NICHOLAUS is newly appointed
Abbey Treasurer. Other Abbey member trustees are: ABBOT MARION, FATHER BEDE
CLASSICK, BROTHER BEDE NICOL, BROTHER LUKE DEVINE, and this writer.
Early in November, following All Souls’ Day, the monastic community commemorates and
remembers our deceased confreres. This year, following a memorial Mass, ABBOT
MARION conducted a brief prayer service at the Abbey Cemetery attended by a number of
the monks... FATHER PETER
TYNAN, University chaplain,
recently blessed the hands of many
of our nursing students who will
begin working with some patients...
Our 40th anniversary Abbey
Church Events season, our “ruby”
season, is in the process of being
rescheduled for 2021-2022 from
2020-2021 due to the Pandemic...
Retired ABBOT NEAL ROTH is
doing well on his sabbatical/
temporary assignment in Alaska. He
tends a small parish of some 65
members in a small town. He loves
the friendliness of the town folk, lives in an apartment adjacent to the church, and is
responsible for his own cooking and housekeeping. He will return to us in February.
Thanksgiving at the Abbey will be a strictly monastic affair this year. A few monks will be
with family; most of us will be here. It will be a smaller gathering than usual, as we have the
custom of sharing our meal with many guests, a custom which is “on hold” during this
Pandemic year. We have, however, much to give thanks for. God has blessed us abundantly,
with the beauties of the camellia and the Japanese maple in fall, with the gifts each of us
brings to community, and with a beautiful setting in which to pray and work.

Let us give thanks this Thanksgiving for all we’ve received!
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WHO IS GOD? BY OBLATE MARY RANDALL

In a recent Bible Study, where we are studying the Gospel of John, a participant at the beginning of our first class remarked how she felt she had a good relationship with Jesus, but she
wanted a relationship with God. She wanted to know God more, and perhaps, through this
study she would reach this goal.
At the time I reminded her that knowing and studying Jesus is our best way to know God.
However, I have been pondering her statement ever since she made it in mid-September.
As I pondered more on this statement, I realized we can never know God in this earthly life
no matter how much we try. When Moses encountered God in the burning bush, and asked
Him, “Whom should I say you are?” Moses was trying to get God to name Himself so that
they could be on equal footing. This would help Moses, to this name it and claim it. But how
did God respond? He said, “I am Who I am,” which told us nothing.
Both St. John of the Cross and Saint Thomas Aquinas (who wrote a million words on the
subject) could never say who God was. They could only say this about God, “Nada, nada,
nada,” which means God is not this, not this and not this.

When we attempt to think we know God, or even comprehend Him, we fail miserably. We
are not equal to God. We never will be! What we have learned about God through Jesus is
that God is pure love. And everything God has done for us comes from this flow of pure,
unconditional love. Jesus gives us parable after parable to help us understand God’s
immeasurable love for us. Not the way we measure love or view love, but in ways so bizarre
to our own way of thinking.
As we enter the Season of Advent let us ponder the Love God has for each one of us. How He
sent His only Begotten Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ into this world to save us from our sins.
Through God’s love Incarnate the gates of heaven have been opened for us so we can be with
Our Eternal Father for life everlasting. What a gift!
May we all have a Blessed Advent and a peaceful Christmas,
Mary Randall, Oblate
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SOMETHING TO PONDER SENT BY OBLATE KATHLEEN HYSTAD
Listen to your life.
See it for the fathomless
mystery that it is.
In the boredom and pain of it,
no less than in the excitement and gladness;
touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of it,
because in the last analysis,
all moments are key moments, and life itself is Grace.
+ Abbot Peter McCarthy

We Rejoice!
Oblate Joshua Roberts and his wife Leilani express their deepest
appreciation for the healing prayers for Joshua.
We rejoice that he is making a comeback.

Good works still continue. Rosaries, hats, blankets, booties for infants
– if you are making these feel free to mail or drop them off at the front door of the
monastery
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OBLATE COMMUNITY SUNDAY DEC. 6, 2020
Join us on Zoom from the comfort of your home.
1:30p.m. The Presentation by Br. Boniface regarding Community.

We have been doing Zoom meetings on our Oblate Sundays and for the Study of the Holy
Rule. Expect an email with the invite for the meeting from JT Batstone about a week prior to
the meeting. If we don’t have your email now is a good time to contact us and get on the list.
You are strongly encouraged to keep in contact and join us in learning from one another.
The more the better and the more we learn of and from each other. Let us move ahead in solidarity to come to know Benedict and Christ our Lord.

Come study the Rule of Saint Benedict.
Nov. 15, 2020 Holy Rule Study 1: 30 p.m. pgs 3 & 4 of the Prologue study guide.
Come and study the Holy Rule with Br. Edmund and other Oblates. We are now using A

Study Guide for The Rule of St. Benedict with reflections by Abbess Emerita Mother MariaThomas Beil, OSB of St. Walberga in Colorado.
If you wish to purchase the guide, they are $40 each and please let the Oblate Director know
so they can be ordered. The guide will be very handy to deepen your understanding the Holy
Rule for years to come.
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ON THE BOOK SHELF

An Introduction to Christian Ethics by Alberto de Mingo Kaminouchi
& translated by Br. John of Taizé.
Prayer Takes US Home, The Theology and Practice Christian Prayer
by Gerhard Lohfink.
Saint Benedict Wisdom and the life of the Church by Luigi Giola,
OSB
We welcome your recommendations and insights of the scared texts
you read. Let us know what books you read and what fruits you
discover with a short synopsis of the books.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Continued healing prayers for Oblate Joshua Roberts .
Oblate Pete McDougall asks for prayers for his daughter with recurrence of cancer.
For continued favorable treatment results of Oblate Deacon Bill Batstone.

For the many Oblates shut-in with illnesses or just homebound.
For our faculty, staff, and students that have ill relatives or are ill themselves or troubled
with the life that is handed them.
Please pray for peace following the results of the Presidential election.
For a vaccine to end the suffering and death by the COVID virus.
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Saint Martin’s Abbey
5000 Abbey Way S.E.
Lacey, WA 98503
Return Service Requested

St. Martin’s Abbey Oblates are people who earnestly seek a more deeply
spiritual life rooted in God according to the Holy Rule of St. Benedict. The
Oblate lives and works in the secular world guided by the wisdom of
Benedictine life.

We can be found on the web at www.saintmartinsabbey.org
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