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A Letter From the Oblate Director—Brother Edmund Ebbers, O.S.B.
Dear sisters and brothers in St. Benedict:

Soon the buzz of student activity will be about St. Martin’s Campus. To follow shortly thereafter the other youth will return to their classrooms. What does all this mean? Well, I pray that good
seeds will be planted in these lively brains and be fed so they produce many more good seeds in the
future. Yes, some bad seeds may be scattered among the good ones.
I have seeds on and in my brains these days, because the Sacred Scriptures that we have been
reading of late have been telling us and even warning us about the bad seeds and weeds that get
mixed in with the good. We are even told how to harvest the good and bad produce, and how to
recognize the good from the bad.
Having been reared on a sizeable farm, it seems I have dealt with more weeds than there are
grains of sands on the seashore. I know if you don’t get them when they are very young they will take
over the crops. This weeding was done by hand although we did spray grain crops. After the crop was
in full growth, we seem to leave the weeds to their demise, as they seem to be less of a threat to the
mature crop. Yet there were those weeds that grew very fast, and they would have to be carefully
pulled.
I understand that some of the weeds in the crops of Jesus time looked so much like grain, such
as a weed known as Darnel. This is a wild grain and does not reveal itself until it comes into seeding.
So it was ill advised to pull them in advance. But when harvesting this Darnel grain could then be
tossed aside and burned. I recall that wild oats would sometimes find its way into our grain. And like
the Darnel grain it looks just like other grain until harvest time.
Would it be so simple with the seeds of sin in our lives? Perhaps we are so close to the
planted seed we can’t see it because it is so much like the other seeds. If we can’t figure out right
from wrong then our spiritual life is troubled, we need another’s help in such matters. That way what
we sow, will be what we will reap: a bountiful harvest of goodness.

You all have a blessed Fall Season!
In Peace and St. Benedict, Br. Edmund E., OSB

Abbot Neal Roth, O.S.B.
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In the Beginning - Father Gerard Kirsch, O.S.B.
The summer of 1956 found Prior James Piotrzkowski (1897-1974) and Father Pascal Merola
(1902-1977) doing repair work at Lambert Lodge, the abbey’s recreation property on Eld Inlet... On
July 20, the loan agreement for the new dormitory (the future Baran Hall) was received, allowing
construction to begin. On July 23, clearing of the site for the new dormitory was begun by Father
Gregory Wall (1894-1979) and Father Pascal. On July 28, Prior James and his brother, Father
Lawrence Piotrzkowski (1894-1965) returned from a week of fishing in the Olympics. On July 30,
Abbot Raphael Heider (1903-1971) invested oblate novices at Visitation Parish in Tacoma. On July
31, the parents and brother of Father Christopher Abair (1924-1988) visited Saint Martin’s (it was
his mother’s birthday).
Early in August, the battlemented coping over the portico of the south wing was removed and
replaced by “streamlined” copper coping... On August 4, a $50 per semester raise in college tuition
was announced... On August 9, Brother Francis Hehn (1881-1966) completed an improved model of
a voting machine to be used in chapter meetings (and it is still in use). On August 11, Fathers
Leonard Feeney (1908-1980) and Conrad Rausch (1921-2011) were rehabilitating a number of bed
frames in preparation for increased high school enrollments. On August 12, Father William
Dickerson completed his work for a master’s degree in psychology at Catholic University. On August
14, assignments for community members for the coming year were issued by Abbot Raphael. On
August 15, Father Pascal Merola pronounced solemn vows as a Benedictine during a
quasi-pontifical Mass offered by Abbot Raphael.
In others news, Assumption Parish in Seattle received a second resident assistant in newly
ordained Father Thaddaeus Arledge (1927-2015), Father Arnold Fox (1903-1999) being first
assistant and Father Alcuin Lawrence (1906-1984) the pastor. There were 700 children in the parish
school... Father Timothy Lamm (1928-2018) was made prefect for the junior-senior dorm,
replacing Father David Prebula (1918-2009), who became Saint Martin’s infirmarian. Father
David had been hospitalized at Providence, Seattle for back surgery on August 15. Father Timothy
also became a dining room supervisor, along with Father Leonard Feeney for the high school and
Father Bertrand Trautman (1918-1972) for the college... Father Felix Wirth (1913-1984) was
named abbey guestmaster and chaplain to Saint Placid Priory. Father Maurus Keller was named
college registrar.
Off to school were Fathers Dunstan Curtis (1921-1981) for his doctorate in education at
Stanford University in California and Father Placidus Reischman (1926-2000) for graduate work in
biology at Catholic University... Of our clerics, Father George Seidel would be in Rome for his
second year at Sant’ Anselmo. Fraters Adrian Parcher and Kenneth Keller were second year
theologians at Mount Angel Seminary in Oregon. Fraters Alfred Hulscher(1933-2016), Valerian
Grubb (1932-1979), Cletus Bradley and Peter Sand were first-year theologians at Mt. Angel. At
home, Frater Gerard Frederick was in second philosophy, and Fraters Kieran Cunningham
(1925-2005) and Thomas Wolford were in first philosophy.
Father Michael Feeney (1920-2000) reported a new high for high school enrollment (230
students) for the school year to begin September 4. Of these, 180 were boarders and 50 day students.
While college enrollment, with classes beginning September 12, was uncertain, 80 freshmen were
expected, with 150 returning from last year. In the high school there was a flat fee of $800, allinclusive: board and room, books, lab fees and laundry. In college, tuition was $200 per semester,
board and room $170 pr semester, student body fee of $12.50 and incidental fee $5.00. Books and lab
fees were in addition. For college education, we were still $400 under the national average, thanks to
the donated services of several dozen Benedictine monks.
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Inside Story Headline

From The Hill - Boniface V. Lazzari, O.S.B.

I loved, I was loved, the sun caressed my face. Life, you owe me nothing! Life, we are at peace!

Thus ends poet Amado Nervo’s well-known poem “At Peace”. Early this summer,
two of our long-time confreres departed their earthly life to find peace in the eternal. At
the same time, we joyfully witnessed the first vows of our novice as he threw in his lot
with us.
FATHER BENEDICT AUER passed to God in early June, following a short illness.
Early in July, FATHER TIMOTHY LAMM, who had just celebrated his seventieth
anniversary of monastic vows was also called. Both men had been educators, both were
lovers of language. FATHER BENEDICT used words to create poetry, much of which
was published, both here and abroad. FATHER TIMOTHY taught his students about
words and how to use them, be they English, Latin, French or Spanish. Both of our
confreres were widely traveled. FATHER BENEDICT was an enthusiastic film buff.
FATHER TIMOTHY was a devotee of sports, especially tennis. He had been an avid
player at one time, and his C.V. indicates that it was a sport he also coached. Both
FATHER BENEDICT and FATHER TIMOTHY spent years seeking God through
their monastic vocations. In August, FATHER BENEDICT would have completed
forty-one years as a professed monk. Both were active members of our community until
shortly before their deaths through their presence at all liturgical functions as well as
our communal recreation and meals. FATHER BENEDICT could often be found
viewing a favorite film with confreres. FATHER TIMOTHY with a confrere
“coaching” a favorite player through his match on the television. May they now rest in
God’s peace!
On 11th July, the Feast of Benedict of Nursia, patron of the Benedictines, NOVICE
DAMIEN-JOSEPH (BRANDON) RAPPUHN professed his first vows as a
Benedictine in the presence of ABBOT NEAL ROTH and his monastic community.
PRIOR NICOLAUS WILSON had been his Novice Master; FATHER GERARD
KIRSCH is the newly-appointed Junior Master. BROTHER DAMIEN-JOSEPH had
requested that FATHER MARION NGUYEN deliver the occasional sermon.
Following the Mass of Profession, the new Junior monk, the community, and many
family and friends, enjoyed a festive celebration in the Father Alfred J. Hulscher
Courtyard between the monastery and Old Main.
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From the Hill continued...
BROTHER DAMIEN-JOSEPH came to Saint Martin’s initially as an employee of
the University. He had been discerning a vocation for some time, and he felt drawn to
our monastic community after getting to know us and our way of life. He is very much
a community man, and was one of those intimately involved in the care of FATHER
BENEDICT during his last week. Like FATHER BENEDICT, BROTHER
DAMIEN-JOSEPH is a devotee of film and like FATHER TIMOTHY, he is a
devotee of sports, specifically of baseball, both as player and spectator.
For BROTHER DAMIEN-JOSEPH, living in community and the sharing of our
lives with like-minded men as we search for God is extremely important. The 139th
psalm, verses 23-24 reads: “O search me, God, and know my heart. Test me and know
my thoughts… lead me in the path of life eternal.” We are grateful that BROTHER
DAMIEN-JOSEPH has heard God’s call to throw in his lot with us here at Saint
Martin’s and wish him “multos annos”!
ABBOT NEAL was thrown a festive birthday celebration by the University. Guests
at the celebratory luncheon came from as far away as Montana and Illinois… FATHER
MARION will enjoy the (usual) coolness of a PNW summer, leaving behind for a time
the sweltering heat of Rome, where he is working on a theological degree… FATHER
PAUL WECKERT traveled to the east coast in his role as vocation director to attend a
vocation-related conference… FATHER PETER TYNAN attended a workshop of
several days in San Diego, California. The workshop was directed to staffs of Catholic
colleges who work in Student Services… This writer attended a “congreso” in
Salamanca, Spain, following which he re-integrated himself into the Spanish language
and culture… Among other tasks, BROTHER MARK BONNEVILLE supervised the
professional cleaning of the windows and floors in the monastery building…
BROTHER LUKE DEVINE, chair of the University’s Religious Studies Department,
spent several weeks doing research in Korea in June… Summers are a time for
“re-charging batteries” and for a bit of a respite from the ordinary.

Remember all of us in your prayers as we continue our search for God as individuals within a
larger Benedictine community.
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No Greater Love by Father Benedict Auer, O.S.B.

“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.”
John 10:11

The day before
yesterday
I met Jesus,
not in a vision,
but in you.
As I informed you
that you’d passed
the Proficiency Test
in English,
but that
your best friend
Hadn’t,
you looked at me
and said,
“I wish I’d flunked too.”
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“We All Work for the Same Boss” by Oblate Mary Randall
At our regional NAABOD Conference held at the end of June on St.
Martin’s Abbey grounds, I presented an overview of the talks, icebreakers,
and liturgies that we as Oblates experienced for three wonderful days.
In attendance were over 30 Oblates from Washington, Idaho, Oregon, and
Canada with several of the Oblates being members of other Christian
denominations. And “yes” they are still Oblates just not Catholic Oblates!
The Rule of Benedict applies to all Christian faiths.
I reminded the Oblates how we are considered First Order members,
which means as lay men and women we are on equal footing with
Benedictine monks and sisters. However, lay people affiliated with the
Carmelites, Franciscans, and Dominicans, etc, are considered Third Order
members.
One non-Catholic Oblate from Oregon then asked, “Does that mean by
being first order we are better than the rest of these third order members?” I
said in reply, “Of course not! We were just first! And have remained First
Order lay members ever since.”
A Benedictine Sister from Oregon answered this question even better.
Sister Maureen then told us a story.
“When I was young, she began, “I was educated by the Sisters of the Holy
Name of Jesus. But I chose to become a Benedictine Sister because of the
structured prayer life and the details to liturgy the Benedictine community
offered.”
Upon hearing this and somewhat aghast, her former Sister educator said to
her in reply, “We all work for the same boss.”
How as an Oblate do I live the Holy Rule each day giving attention and
prayer to our One True Boss?
In the Spirit of Saint Benedict,
Mary Randall
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A Visit to a Benedictine Abbey in South Korea by Br. Luke Devine, OSB
A trip to South Korea I took in June was a wonderful trip personally, academically, and spiritually. One of
the many highlights was a three-day visit to the Benedictine monastery, St. Maurus and Placidus Abbey in the
city of Waegwan, commonly referred to as Waegwan Abbey. Most of my time in Korea was in Seoul, at
Sogang University, where my parents had been staying for the 2017-2018 academic year while my father was
teaching history as a Fulbright scholar. To get to Waegwan Abbey, I took a KTX (Korea Train Express) about
150 miles south to Daegu and transferred to a train for about 15 miles to Waegwan. I stayed for three nights,
arriving on a Tuesday afternoon and departing on Friday morning. Monks prepared Korean food for meals
with a few western items such as bread and jam served aside Korean food for breakfast. I did my best to follow
the Divine Office recited in Korean with the Psalms printed in hangul (the written language of Korean). This
visit reminded me of the history of Waegwan Abbey and sparked my interest in learning more about it.
In my time as a Benedictine, I had heard of Waegwan Abbey at some times. Soon after I entered the
postulancy at Saint Martin’s in 2001, Fr. Bede Classick became a monk of Saint Martin’s when he transferred
his stability from St. Paul’s Abbey in Newton, New Jersey. I heard the story of St. Paul’s Abbey which had
been declining in membership when the Congregation of St. Ottilien placed it under administration of
Waegwan Abbey. This brought monks from Waegwan to New Jersey, some of whom were sent in hopes that
they would acquire proficiency in English. When I went to a junior monk summer institute in 2003, I met a
few of the Korean Benedictines of Newton. When I visited Newark Abbey in 2007, Br. Patrick Winbusch gave
me a tour of Catholic and Benedictine sites in the area including St. Paul’s in Newton, about 50 miles from
Newark. In the fall of 2017, Saint Martin’s Abbey hosted a monk from Waegwan stationed in Newton, Br.
Barnabas, while he took ESL courses in the university. From all of this, I had heard of some of the history of
Waegwan Abbey in Korea, but there are very few sources on this history available in English other than works
by Godfrey Sieber, The Benedictine Congregation of St. Ottilien (1992) or The Missionary Benedictines of St.
Ottilien: A Short History (2016). I heard that Waegwan Abbey was founded by Benedictines fleeing from their
monastery in North Korea during the Korean War (1950-1953).
During recreation between dinner and evening prayer at Waegwan Abbey, I visited with some of the
monks who spoke English well such as Fr. John Vianney, who recounted this history to me including brutal
details. The Benedictine monastery of Tokwon came under Soviet communist control with the division of
Korea along the 38th parallel at the end of World War II. Police occupied the monastery and executed the
priests and released the non-ordained monks, who fled south to found Waegwan Abbey in 1952.
I inquired to see if this history was written in any English sources. He brought me two books to look at,
one being The Martyrs of Tokwon: Witnesses of Faith in Korea, 1949-1952 by Johannes Mahr, and translated
from German into English by Joel Macul, OSB in 2011. This book conveys the history of the final years of
Tokwon Abbey, but is arranged as chapters on each of the 36 martyrs. These martyrs are now in the process of
beatification. The other book was an enormous volume that is a photo collection of the first 100 years of
Ottilien Benedictines in Korea, from 1909 to 2009. Much of the text of this book is in hangul, but in the back
is a section with captions to the photos in English. These convey the arrival of six missionary Benedictines
from the Abbey of St. Ottilien in Germany to Seoul where St. Benedictus community was founded in 1909.
They were raised to the status of an abbey in 1913, and also became referred to as Seoul Abbey. In 1922, they
founded a religious house in Yenki, in Manchuria, now territory of China. This became Holy Cross Abbey in
1934. In 1927, for reasons not apparent, Seoul Abbey moved north to relocate to their mission at Tokwon.
After World War II, the Holy Cross Abbey in Yenki was closed in 1946 by the communist Chinese and the
monks were put in a concentration camp until 1948. This book then recounts the history of Waegwan Abbey
from its foundations by the surviving members of Tokwon in 1952 to 2009. Thus, these two books recount in
English highly detailed historical information about Waegwan Abbey and the Ottilien Congregation in Korea,
albeit in the somewhat convoluted forms of a book that is a collection of biographies and a book that conveys
the history in photos and captions.
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A visit to a Benedictine Abbey in South Korea continued...
After doing a quick and rough calculation in my head, I asked if any of the founding monks
who fled North Korea were still alive. Fr. John Vianney replied that the last one had just died a
few months ago at the age of 103.
Now Waegwan Abbey is a thriving monastery of about 130 monks, with several missions
in Korea along with “Newton II” in New Jersey. The abbey has numerous apostolates and
endeavors. On my first day there, Fr. Hugo, who spoke excellent English, gave me a tour of
several of their projects including a stained-glass studio; a woodworking shop that constructs
church furniture such as pews, altars, lecterns, and presider’s chairs; what they refer to as a
“goldsmith” shop, which is a metalworking shop that produces liturgical goods such as
crucifixes, chalices, patens, monstrances, and tabernacles; book publishing and printing
operations; a candle making shop; and facilities for producing German-style sausage. Most of
these operations included lay employees. On top of these, they also administer a retreat center,
a middle-school and high school. I was inspired by the bustling activity of the monastery, but
also by the story of their perseverance through severe persecution.
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Poetry by Oblate John Daniel

John 15: 4-5
Remain in me, as I remain in you.

I once cut a branch from a cedar tree
at the foot of my yard.
No particular reason
just to see.
I put it in a pail of water
and it began to root.
Later, it was planted.
not long after
a tree removal company
hired by the power company
came and cut down
the parent cedar
ran it through a chipper
expelling the chippings
in a pile over some
blackberry bushes.
the air was filled
with its fragrance,
its aroma,
the odor of sanctity.
It's been more than 25 years
since my branch sprouted roots
it is tall green and Cedar fragrant.
I guess even when the branch is cut away
it carries the source within itself
and when properly nurtured
can become the tree itself.
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NAABOD

I, Brother Edmund, want to thank everyone that came and participated in
NAABOD Conference, and for making it a success for all who were able to attend.
Lots of work and sharing was done throughout the days, primarily Saturday. All
seem to work like clockwork. So many thanks go to St. Placid Oblates for their
numerous contributions. All total I believe there were about 36 participants, who
came from Westminster Abbey, St. Placid, Queen of Angels, St. Gertrude’s and St.
Martin’s.

Page 11

Oblate Community of Saint Martin’s Abbey

September 9th — Oblate Community Sunday
Come join us for Mass in the Abbey Church at 11 A.M. Join us for social time. Food is available for purchase in the student cafeteria.
At 1:30 attend a presentation in the Abbey Church by Brother Luke on “Benedictines and
Ecology.”
Those wishing to be invested or make their Oblation please contact Brother Edmund prior to
this day to make those necessary arrangements.

Oblate Community Dates
Nov 16—18th Our 2nd Annual Fundraising Bazaar 2018
Nov. 16(1pm.-3:30pm), 17th (10a.m. 3:30p.m.)18th (12noon- 3pm) .
Please bring homemade and handmade items to help raise funds to support the yearly Oblate
Activities. The ideal time to bring items would be after 9am on the 16th and deliver to the
Guest Dining room on the 1st floor of “Old Main.”
December 2nd Oblate Community Sunday our presenter will be Father Kilian.

Let us plan ahead … 2019 Oblate Community dates to remember :
March 3rd, Oblate Sunday
May 5th (Investing & Oblations),
July 7th (Potluck picnic),
August 10th Oblate Lodge Retreat,
September 8th (Investitures and Oblations),
November 22-24, the 3rd Annual Fundraising Bazaar times to be announced closer to the
date.
December 8th Oblate Sunday
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Prayer Requests
Prayers:
RIP Fr. Benedict Auer, OSB, (1939-2018)
RIP Fr. Timothy Lamm, OSB, (1928-2018)
The ailing and aged Oblates.

On the Book Shelf

A Time to Plant: Life lessons in the work, prayer, and dirt by Kyle T. Kramer.

Christ the Merciful: Enriching Your Faith and Prayer
life Through the Many Names of Jesus
by Br. Victor-Antoine d’Avila-Latourrette.

Volume 2 Issue 41

Page 13

MONASTIC PRAYER SCHEDULE
During Summer, Christmas and Spring Breaks
Weekdays
Morning Prayer
Mass
Midday Prayer
Evening Prayer

6:25 am
8:00 am
12:00 noon
5:00 pm

Saturdays
Morning Prayer
Mass
Midday Prayer
Evening Prayer

6:25 am
8:00 am
12:00 noon
5:00 pm

Sunday
Morning Prayer 8:00 am
Mass
11:00 am
Evening Prayer 5:00 pm

During the School Year
Weekdays
Morning Prayer
Midday Prayer
Mass
Evening Prayer

6:25 am
12:00 noon
5:00 pm
7:30 pm

Saturdays
Morning Prayer
Mass
Midday Prayer
Evening Prayer

6:25 am
8:00 am
12:00 noon
5:00 pm

Sunday
Morning Prayer 8:00 am
Mass
11:00 am
Evening Prayer 5:00 pm
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GOOD WORKS
Contact Brother Edmund at 360-438-4457
Email: br_edmund@stmartin.edu

Oblate Advisory Meeting
Time: 10:00AM
Place: Guest dining room lower floor
across from the refectory (monastic
dining room)
2018: Sept. 8th, Dec. 1st.
2019: March 2nd, May 4th, July 6th,
Sept. 7th, Dec. 7th

If you are interested in becoming
more involved please contact Brother
Edmund.

Gardening and Wood:
Saturdays 1:00pm to 3:30pm
Any help that comes our way to help keep
up the Abbey grounds and making firewood
out of the tons of logs we have is greatly
appreciate. I will not ask you to operate any
machinery, maybe a maul, if you can swing
it. But there is stacking that is useful.
Presently I am getting enough split to take
to our Lambert lodge for the winter months.
Additional wood goes into structured stacks
to give to the needy for small donations to
cover some of our cost of machinery maintenance. This is charity in action.
Call Br. Edmund for the next opportunity to
work in either activity.

Rosary Makers will meet:

Lambert Lodge Work
Time: 10:00 - 3:00
2018 Dates:
The day includes, Prayers, Work, and a Potluck. In you are interested in lending a hand
contact Brother Edmund

Rosary Makers will meet:
Time: 1:00 pm - 3:30 pm.
Location: Guest dining room of Old Main
across from the Monastery refectory.
Rosary Makers/Helpers are always
appreciated to help in this ministry for the
missions and military. Your help most
likely will make the difference in the
spiritual life of someone.
Exceptions: we will meet on the second
Saturday in September.
Please do come. Supplies are always
available.
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Need more information about becoming an Oblate of St. Benedict?
Contact Brother Edmund at 360-438-4457
Email: br_edmund@stmartin.edu

Oblates Mission Statement
We, the Benedictine Oblates of Saint Martin’s Abbey, according to our particular vocation in life and our personal commitment to the Benedictine community of Saint
Martin’s, endeavor through prayer, hospitality, listening to others, and service, to live
the values found in the Holy Rule of St. Benedict.

